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on the high seas or beyond three miles
from the coastline of the Great Lakes,
unless it has installed in a readily ac-
cessible location at or near the prin-
cipal steering station—

(1) A manually activated Category 2
406 MHz EPIRB; or

(2) A float-free, automatically acti-
vated Category 1 406 MHz EPIRB.

(3) Until February 1, 1998, a 121.5/243.0
MHz EPIRB meeting § 25.26–30.

(c) The owner of a fishing vessel, fish
processing vessel or a fish tender vessel
11 meters (36 feet) or more in length
that does not have installed galley or
berthing facilities, shall ensure that
the vessel does not operate on the high
seas or beyond three miles from the
coastline of the Great Lakes unless it
has on board a float-free, automati-
cally activated Category 1 406 MHz
EPIRB stowed in a manner so that it
will float free if the vessel sinks.

[CGD 87–016a, 58 FR 13367, Mar. 10, 1993; 58 FR
27658, May 11, 1993, as amended by CGD 95–
028, 62 FR 51196, Sept. 30, 1997; USCG–1998–
4442, 63 FR 52189, Sept. 30, 1998]

§ 25.26–10 Uninspected passenger ves-
sels.

An uninspected passenger vessel is
not required to carry an EPIRB.

§ 25.26–20 Other manned uninspected
commercial vessels.

(a) The owner of a manned
uninspected commercial vessel 11 me-
ters (36 feet) or more in length, other
than a vessel under § 25.26–5 or § 25.26–10
or under paragraph (b) of this section,
shall ensure that the vessel does not
operate on the high seas or beyond
three miles from the coastline of the
Great Lakes, unless it has on board a
float-free, automatically activated
Category 1 406 MHz EPIRB stowed in a
manner so that it will float free if the
vessel sinks.

(b) The owner of a manned
uninspected commercial vessel less
than 11 meters (36 feet) in length, or 11
meters or more in length which has a
builder’s certification that the vessel is
constructed with sufficient inherently
buoyant material to keep the flooded
vessel afloat, shall ensure that the ves-
sel does not operate on the high seas or
beyond three miles from the coastline
of the Great Lakes, unless it has in-

stalled in a readily accessible location
at or near the principal steering
station—

(1) A manually activated Category 2
406 MHz EPIRB; or

(2) A float-free, automatically acti-
vated Category 1 406 MHz EPIRB.

[CGD 87–016a, 58 FR 13367, Mar. 10, 1993; 58 FR
27658, May 11, 1993, as amended by CGD 95–
028, 62 FR 51196, Sept. 30, 1997; USCG–1998–
4442, 63 FR 52189, Sept. 30, 1998]

§ 25.26–50 Servicing of EPIRBs.
(a) The master of each vessel re-

quired to have an EPIRB under this
subpart shall ensure that each EPIRB
on board is tested and serviced as re-
quired by this section.

(b) The EPIRB must be tested imme-
diately after installation and at least
once each month thereafter, unless it
is an EPIRB installed in a Coast Guard
approved inflatable liferaft that is test-
ed annually during the servicing of the
liferaft by an approved servicing facil-
ity. The test shall be conducted in ac-
cordance with the manufacturer’s in-
structions, using the visual or audio in-
dicator on the EPIRB. If the EPIRB is
not operating, it must be repaired or
replaced with an operating EPIRB.

(c) The battery of the EPIRB must be
replaced—

(1) Immediately after the EPIRB is
used for any purpose other than being
tested; and

(2) Before the expiration date that is
marked on the battery.

[CGD 87–016a, 58 FR 13367, Mar. 10, 1993; 58 FR
27658, May 11, 1993]

§ 25.26–60 Exemptions.
(a) A skiff or work boat is not re-

quired to carry an EPIRB if—
(1) Its ‘‘mother ship’’ is required to

carry an EPIRB under this subpart;
and

(2) When not in use, the skiff or work
boat is carried on board the mother
ship.

(b) Each Coast Guard District Com-
mander may, on a case-by-case basis,
grant exemptions from the carriage re-
quirements of EPIRBs in this subpart
for certain geographic areas within the
boundaries of his or her own district if
the District Commander determines
that an EPIRB will not significantly
enhance the overall safety of the vessel
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and crew. Exemptions may be limited
to specific time periods. Exemptions
granted under this paragraph must be:

(1) Issued in writing by the cognizant
Coast Guard District Commander for
each individual application; and

(2) For geographic locations and may
be limited to specific time periods.

Subpart 25.30—Fire Extinguishing
Equipment

§ 25.30–1 Application.
(a) The provisions of this subpart,

with the exception of § 25.30–90, shall
apply to all vessels contracted for on or
after November 19, 1952. Vessels con-
tracted for prior to that date shall
meet the requirements of § 25.30–90.

§ 25.30–5 General provisions.
(a) Where equipment in this subpart

is required to be of an approved type,
such equipment requires the specific
approval of the Commandant. Such ap-
provals are published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER, and in addition, are con-
tained in Coast Guard publication
COMDTINST M16714.3 (Series), Equip-
ment Lists.

(b) All hand portable fire extinguish-
ers, semiportable fire extinguishing
systems, and fixed fire extinguishing
systems shall be of an approved type.

[CGFR 65–50, 30 FR 16653, Dec. 30, 1965, as
amended by CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50726, Sept. 27,
1996]

§ 25.30–10 Hand portable fire extin-
guishers and semiportable fire ex-
tinguishing systems.

(a) Hand portable fire extinguishers
and semiportable fire extinguishing
systems are classified by a combina-
tion letter and number symbol. The
letter indicating the type of fire which
the unit could be expected to extin-
guish, and the number indicating the
relative size of the unit.

(b) For the purpose of this sub-
chapter, all required hand portable fire
extinguishers and semiportable fire ex-
tinguishing systems are of the ‘‘B’’
type; i.e., suitable for extinguishing
fires involving flammable liquids,
greases, etc.

(c) The number designations for size
will start with ‘‘I’’ for the smallest to
‘‘V’’ for the largest. For the purpose of

this subchapter, only sizes I through
III will be considered. Sizes I and II are
considered hand portable fire extin-
guishers and sizes III, IV, and V are
considered semiportable fire extin-
guishing systems which shall be fitted
with suitable hose and nozzle or other
practicable means so that all portions
of the space concerned may be covered.
Examples of size graduations for some
of the typical hand portable fire extin-
guishers and semiportable fire extin-
guishing systems are set forth in Table
25.30–10(c).

TABLE 25.30–10(C)

Classification Foam, gal-
lons

Carbon Di-
oxide,

pounds

Dry chemi-
cal,

poundsType Size

B ............ I ............. 13⁄4 4 2
B ............ II ............ 21⁄2 15 10
B ............ III ........... 12 35 20

(d) All hand portable fire extinguish-
ers and semiportable fire extinguishing
systems shall have permanently at-
tached thereto a metallic name plate
giving the name of the item, the rated
capacity in gallons, quarts, or pounds,
the name and address of the person or
firm for whom approved, and the iden-
tifying mark of the actual manufac-
turer.

(e) Vaporizing-liquid type fire extin-
guishers containing carbon tetra-
chloride or chlorobromomethane or
other toxic vaporizing liquids are not
acceptable as equipment required by
this subchapter.

(f) Hand portable or semiportable ex-
tinguishers which are required on their
name plates to be protected from freez-
ing shall not be located where freezing
temperatures may be expected.

(g) The use of dry chemical, stored
pressure, fire extinguishers not fitted
with pressure gauges or indicating de-
vices, manufactured prior to January 1,
1965, may be permitted on motorboats
and other vessels so long as such extin-
guishers are maintained in good and
serviceable condition. The following
maintenance and inspections are re-
quired for such extinguishers:

(1) When the date on the inspection
record tag on the extinguishers shows
that 6 months have elapsed since last
weight check ashore, then such extin-
guisher is no longer accepted as meet-
ing required maintenance conditions
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